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The reply filed January 09, 2002 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of 



the following omission(s) or matter(s): Applicant traversed the requirement for new drawings, and 



failed to submit formal drawings as required. However, the last action included an incorrect rule due 
to the OACS examiner action writing tool being out of date at that time. Therefore, applicants' 
traverse is regarded as inadvertent. Form PTO-326 did reference the correct rule: 
§ 1.85 Corrections to drawings. 

(a) A utility or plant application will not be placed on the files for examination until objections to the 
drawings have been corrected . Except as provided in § 1.215(c), any patent application publication will not 
include drawings filed after the application has been placed on the files for examination. Unless applicant is 
otherwise notified in an Office action, objections to the drawings in a utility or plant application will not be 
held in abeyance, and a request to hold objections to the drawings in abeyance will not be considered a bona 
fide attempt tQ advice the ap pli ca tion to final action (§ 1.135(c)).. . . [emphasis added.] 

See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply is deemed to be to be bona ftde^ applicant is 
given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever 
is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

2. Failure to comply with this requirement will result in the application being held abandoned. 
§ 1.135 Abandonment for failure to reply within time period. 

(b) Prosecution of an application to save it from abandonment pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section must include 
such complete and proper reply as the condition of the application may require. The admission of, or refusal to admit, 
any amendment after final rejection or any amendment not responsive to the last action, or any related proceedings, will 
not operate to save the application from abandonment. 

3. Any inquiry concerning either this or an earlier communication from the Examiner should 
be directed to Examiner Edward A. Miller at (703) 306-4163. Examiner Miller may normally be 
reached Monday-Thursday, from 10 AM to 7 PM. 



If attempts to reach Examiner Miller by telephone are unsuccessful, his supervisor Mr. 
Carone can be reached at (703) 306-4198. The Group fax number is (703) 305-7687. 



If there is no answer, or for any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the application 
status, please call the Group receptionist at (703) 308-1113. 
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